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Art Unit: 3677 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claims 1-4 and 6-13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as 
being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter 
which applicant regards as the invention. In claim 1 , line 7, the reference to "said shaft" 
makes it unclear if applicant intended to claim the combination with the shaft because 
the "shaft" was only introduced in the preamble as an intended use. In claim 2, a "tool 
engaging portion" is a double inclusion. Claims 6 and 10-13 are indefinite because they 
are not further limiting to the coupling and, claim 13 is indefinite because the claim from 
which it depends has been canceled. The claims were examined as best understood. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 1, 3 and 4 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Bodin (US 6,443,680). Bodin discloses a coupling comprising threaded rod (14) 
including a head (20) with a tool engaging portion (on its outer surface); a turn member 
(12) including a hollow base (17) receiving the head and a sleeve with a threaded 
passage (18) to receive a shaft wherein the sleeve is capable rotation relative to the 
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shaft which inherently would axially displace the shaft. The rod is capable of threading 
into a timber member and the sleeve includes a tool receiving surface (see Fig. 1). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 2, 7, 8 and 9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Bodin as applied to claims 1 , 2 and 3 above, and further in view of Panasik (US 
6,848,346). Bodin does not disclose the tool engaging portion exposed for access 
thought the sleeve. Panasik discloses a similar coupling but discloses the rod's head 
(48) to have a tool engaging potion (34) accessed through the sleeve (see Fig. 1). At 
the time the invention was made, it would have been obvious for one of ordinary skill in 
the art to provide the coupling of Bodin with a tool engaging portion as disclosed in 
Panasik because it would yield a predictable result in that it the allow access of the tool 
to directly rotate the rod as show in Panasik. 

Claims 6, and 10-13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Bodin or Bodin as modified by Panasik as applied to claims 1-4 above, and further 
in view of Freedland (US 6,270,304). Bodin, even as modified by Panasik, fails to 
disclose a cable attached to the shaft. Freedland discloses a coupling in combination 
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with a cable (74) attached to a shaft (1 6) for adjustment of the cable. At the time the 
invention was made, it would have been obvious for one of ordinary skill in the art to 
provide the shaft of Bodin with a cable as disclosed in Freedland because that would 
make for a predictable result of allowing the use of a cable for mounting the various 
devices disclosed in Bodin. 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Flemming Saether whose telephone number is 571-272- 
7071 . The fax phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding 
is assigned is 571-273-8300. 



Application/Control Number: 10/587,056 Page 5 

Art Unit: 3677 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 3677 
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Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3677 



